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Enriching the Erasmus+ program with Social inclusion days 

 

How to get international students closer to the local community and motivate them to volunteer 

and help the society, knows Erasmus Student Network (ESN), an organization responsible for 

many projects that encourage mobility, lifelong learning, multiculturalism and social inclusion. 

One such project is taking place by the end of November and the beginning of December. ESN 

organizes the initiative called Social Inclusion Days (27.11. – 10.12.), during which more than 500 

local sections in 40 countries organize events that help raise awareness about volunteering as 

well as physical and mental disabilities. 

 

What is occurring during Social inclusion days in Rijeka? ESN Rijeka is preparing a few events 

which give foreign students the opportunity to be a part of the change and promote tolerance.                                                                                                                                              

“Social inclusion is a part of ESN`s project during which different events are organized to help 

implement each individual into the society while promoting social equality. These events are 

organized with the aim of involving Erasmus students with different vulnerable groups, as well as 

with the local community“, said Antonia Peran from ESN Rijeka. This way Erasmus students are 

motivated to become more aware of inclusion and to spend time doing something good, for 

which the responsiveness is growing each semester.  

 

First of such events was Omladinski Kulturni centar Palach in cooperation with the Red cross 

called Rich in diversity. Erasmus students presented their countries with the aim of breaking 

prejudice. They presented in different ways - through stories, posters and visuals. Since tolerance 

day, human rights day and migration day are marked in a short time period, the aim is for the 

students to present themselves in their own unique ways – to present the prejudice in their  
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country, to express their feelings as migrants in a foreign country and how they deal with 

language and cultural barriers. 

 

Thursday (31.11.) was reserved for paying a visit to the Association of persons with intellectual 

disabilities Heart in Rijeka. The visit included a creative artistic workshop with persons with 

disabilities, and on Friday (1.12.) the ESNers were taking Erasmus students to Ivana Brlić 

Mažuranić's Children's Home in Lovran, where they made fabric boots for St. Nicholas day along 

with the children. 

For the first time, Erasmus Live library is in process – an event in which, along with individuals 

from the local society, students will participate and share their stories. Having in mind what Social 

Inclusion Days represent and advocate, people from so called “social margin” will share their 

personal stories. This way we are merging foreign citizens with locals and we unite them through 

life stories, showing them that despite our differences we all share something in common. 

 

This year Erasmus+ program is celebrating its 30th anniversary and Social Inclusion Days are 

organized to show in which way student mobility is enriched by volunteering. This way 

international volunteers can contribute to making a change and have a greater possibility to 

broaden their knowledge of different cultures and educational systems as well as first handedly 

experiencing the local community. Thanks to the Erasmus+ program, ESN has the opportunity to 

help students make the most out of their mobility and help make society better for everyone. 
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