
The International College of Liberal Arts (iCLA), Japan 

 

 

The International College of Liberal Arts (iCLA) was officially accredited by Japan’s Ministry of 

Education in October 2015, and will launch in April 2015.  

 

The International College of Liberal Arts (iCLA) is the only college in Japan to combine a strong liberal art 

curriculum with a world-class Japan Studies Program offering rich experiential learning opportunities for 

international students. Apart from the Japanese language courses, nearly all courses at iCLA are taught in 

English. 

 

Japan Studies Program is comprised of a full range of Japanese language instruction, Japan area studies 

courses, and experiential workshops that provide international students opportunities to immerse 

themselves directly and deeply into Japanese society. The International College of Liberal Arts (iCLA)  

offers workshops in Experiencing Zen, Noh Theater, Kyougen Theater, Koto, Shakuhachi, Music 

Composition for Western and Traditional Japanese Instruments, Practicing Shinto, Fuji Culture, Shodo 

(calligraphy), Sado (tea ceremony), and Kado (flower arrangement). The International College of Liberal 

Arts (iCLA) also offers lecture courses in Japanese Anime and Manga, Japanese Film and Theater, 

Japanese Traditional Theater, Japanese Traditional Music, Japanese History, Comparative Religious 

Studies, Spiritual Dimensions and Traditions in Japanese Martial Arts, and a wide range of other Japan 

Studies subjects.  

 

In addition, students with interest in martial arts would have the opportunity to study with the 2002 Karate 

world champion, the five-time gold medal Judo national champion, and a 7
th
 degree black belt in Aikido. 

Furthermore, students with advanced Japanese language skills will have access to Yamanashi Gakuin’s 

entire curriculum of courses taught in Japanese – in law, business, health science, and information 

management. 

 

All of partner universities’ students will be provided a private room in iCLA’s campus dormitories. The 

campus dormitories, classrooms, and offices are brand new and were designed by Mr. Toyo Ito, the 2013 

Pritzker Award winner in architecture.  

 


