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Mag. Dr. rer. nat. Thomas Eichmann has studied chemistry and biochemistry in Graz and is currently 
university assistant and scientific director of the “Core Facility Mass Spectrometry-Lipidomics” at the 
Institute of Molecular Biosciences at the University of Graz.  
 
He has been extensively trained in mass spectrometry of lipids and small molecules over the past 9 
years in the field of energy and lipid metabolism in the highly renowned group of Prof. R. Zechner.  

He has authored a book chapter, an encyclopaedia entry, as well as 30 scientific publications in peer-
reviewed journals including high-impact journals such as Nature Medicine, Nature Chemical Biology, 
Cell Metabolism, and Nature Communications. His work has been cited over 700 times (h-index 12). 
He has co-supervised 7 MSc thesis and 1 PhD student. He is lecturer and course leader of 2 courses 
for undergraduate chemistry and graduate biochemistry students at the Institutes of Chemistry and 
Molecular Biosciences, respectively, at the University of Graz.  

In 2017 he established his own group currently supervising 1 MSc and 1 BSc thesis focusing 
exclusively on lipidomic method development.  

As scientific director of the lipidomic unit he is one of the main collaborative partners for all projects 
including lipid mass spectrometry within the the University of Graz, the Medical University of Graz, 
the Technical University of Graz, as well as for national and international cooperative projects. His 
strong focus on ceramide and sphingolipid research started with the project funded by the Austrian 
science foundation No. P24944 “The function of CGI-58 in the development of the skin barrier” led 

by Prof. Günter Haemmerle, PhD and is now continued by the project No. P25944 “The function of 
PNPLA1 in skin lipid metabolism” led by Franz Radner, PhD from the Institute of Molecular Biosciences 
at University of Graz, both focusing on sphingolipid/ceramide metabolism in rare, genetic skin 
disorders.  
 
His main research interests include LC-MS method development and LC-MS-based lipidomic 
investigations of metabolic, rare, and chronic diseases, like type 2 diabetes, ichthyosis, and cancer, 

including identification, isolation, and quantification of possibly bioactive lipid species and the 
validation of biomarkers.  
He recently received a HRSM-infrastructure grant (€1.5m) which will be used to install up-to-the 

minute technologies, including supercritical fluid chromatography and ion mobility mass 
spectrometry at the IMB core facility. Method development using these new techniques will be the 
future focus of his group, to increase analytical power and guarantee analytical flexibility. 


